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“You are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save
His people from their sins.”
Dear Missionaries,
Merry Christmas from the Johnston Chapel family! What wonderful news that
Joseph received from the angel regarding the birth of Jesus! This is the same
good news that each one of you is carrying to every tribe, language, people and
nation. The babe in the manger is indeed the Creator of the Universe and Savior
of the world. We love each one of you, and we are lifting you up in prayer. Please
pray for us this Christmas season as we share the good news of Jesus Christ.

THE POWER OF A SIMPLE GIFT
Since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse has delivered
more than 124 million shoeboxes filled with good
news and great joy to children in over 150
countries. Each shoebox includes toys, school
supplies, hygiene items and personal notes that
are sure to bring joy and comfort. Operation
Christmas Child hopes to collect enough
shoeboxes in 2015 to reach another 11 million
children. In addition, more than 4.7 million
children have participated in The Greatest
Journey, a follow-up discipleship program
designed to teach new Christians how to know,
follow and share Jesus.
Johnston Chapel serves
as a regional collection
center for Operation
Christmas Child in
southern West Virginia.
We held our third annual packing party on
November 13th and 309 shoeboxes were
prepared. The total number of shoeboxes
collected from the Johnston Chapel family was
561, and the total from our region was 17,050.
That was a 10% increase over the shoeboxes
collected in 2014. Please pray that these
shoeboxes will be delivered to the right child at
just the right time in his or her life. Also pray
that God would use these gifts to open the door
for receiving the ultimate gift, God’s only Son.

Pastor John King has continued preaching through a
series called New Beginnings, focusing on chapters 1-11
in the book of Genesis. In the G.R.O.W. class on
Wednesday nights, Pastor John is teaching the Doctrine
of Angels. These series are available through the media
page on our website under sermons.
For our fourth and final Missions Sunday of 2015, we enjoyed the presence of Dr.
Miriam Wheeler, who serves as our sent missionary with ABWE to the country of
Ukraine. Miriam’s ministry model mirrors that of Jesus Christ who traveled
through all the towns and villages teaching in the synagogues, preaching the
good news and healing every disease and sickness.
Dr. Wheeler holds medical clinics in villages where
churches are being planted through Ukrainian
partners and where a critical need for health care
exists. Meeting the physical needs of unsaved
villagers often opens the door to sharing the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Through her pro-life ministry,
Miriam reaches out to hurting women who are
considering an abortion and also shares the
forgiveness of God with women who are suffering
through the traumatic effects of having an abortion.
Ukraine is in the midst of a crisis with over 1.5 million refugees fleeing from the
war zone in Donbas. There are major fears that
people will lack sufficient fuel for the harsh
winter. Every day, soldiers and civilians are being
killed despite the “cease fire.” Please pray for
Miriam, her ABWE colleagues and the national
church as they feed and clothe refugees
throughout Ukraine and share the love of Christ.
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Joy and Hope through Angel Tree
Johnston Chapel is sponsoring the Angel Tree Project of
Prison Fellowship again this year. This is a unique
ministry that provides Christmas gifts for children
whose parents are incarcerated. These children are
yearning for the love of their absent parent, and many
are in desperate need of hearing the gospel of Jesus
Christ. The church will deliver gifts to 50 children in our community. Included in
that number are children whose parents are attending local rehabilitation
programs for substance abuse.
Pastor Jim Simmons received a call recently from an
intake counselor who was seeking assistance for
Christmas gifts for the families of men going through
the rehabilitation process. The amazing thing is that
this counselor was previously incarcerated for three
years and Johnston Chapel provided gifts for her
children all three years. She told Pastor Jim that she knew just who to call for
assistance so that these men could experience the same blessing that she did
years earlier. Please pray that these gifts will result in a meaningful relationship
with our church and more importantly a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Worship Christ the Newborn King
The Johnston Chapel choir will be presenting
the Christmas musical Come and Behold Him.
This will be a wonderful time of celebration as
we focus on the birth of our Savior. The
musical will be held during our Sunday evening
service on December 20th at 6:00 p.m. Please
pray that our church family will be encouraged and that unsaved people from
our community will hear the message of salvation.
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PRAISES
 We have baptized 16 individuals in 2015.
 We have added 30 new members in 2015.
 Young families were challenged by the need
for the gospel among unreached people
groups during an October trip to Wayumi, a
ministry of New Tribes Mission in PA.
 Our target ministries have met the needs of
hurting people in our community this fall.
 The Johnston Chapel youth have served in
the community every Sunday night this fall.
A man recently trusted Christ during an
outreach serving meals on Mercer Street.
 The annual Awana Grand Prix was a success.
 Our November missons offering was used to
help refugees in war-torn Ukraine.
PRAYER REQUESTS








Surviving the Holidays



DivorceCare and Griefshare presented a seminar called Surviving the Holidays
on November 18th. The seminar provided help and encouragement for people in
our community facing the holidays after the loss of a loved one through death
or divorce. Those attending the seminar received a free book with daily
readings that provide additional insights and ideas on holiday survival.




The church is sponsoring an adult missions
trip to Togo, West Africa to serve with Adam
and Faith Drake in June 2016.
60 middle school and high school students
will be traveling to Liberty University on
December 29th for Winterfest, a time of
fellowship, worship and fun activities.
The church is developing a new valet parking
ministry for church members with physical
disabilities and mothers with small children.
The Bible in the Schools program in Mercer
County communicates truth in the public
education system. Please pray for funding.
Celebrate Recovery continues to reach
people in our community struggling with
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
The church will have an important business
meeting on January 17th.
Please pray that God would raise up laborers
for the harvest from Johnston Chapel.

Thank you for remembering
Johnston Chapel in your prayers!
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