WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT THE CHURCH
Study 8 – The Local Church: Nature, Purposes, and Organization

Introduction-



I. The Nature of the Local Church

A. Its Definition


B. Its Relation to the Universal Church


C. Its Relation to Christ


II. The Purposes of the Local Church

A. For Baptism


B. For Teaching


C. For Fellowship


D. For Worship


E. For Prayer


F. For Mutual Helpfulness


G. For Testimony


H. For Praise


III. The Organization of the Local Church

A. Its Existence 

1. Officers
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2. Elections


3. Regular Meetings


4. Church Rolls


5. Standards of Membership


6. Well Defined Relations Between Officers and Members


7. Definite Spiritual Ordinances


8. Uniform Practices


9. Systematic Contributions


10. Order in Worship and Work 


B. Its Beginning


C. Its Development

1. Arose to Take the Place of Direct Apostolic Authority


2. Grew in Response to New Needs and Problems


3. Assumed Some Definite Forms as the NT Writings Came into Existence


D. Its Nature


E. Some Wrong Ideas about Organization



